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 Second chances have to be earned; and trust has to be earned. Both ideas go 

hand and hand with “societal forgetting.” Rosen wrote a story pertaining to how “societal 

forgetting” is easy to come by because what was done and put on the internet is for 

everyone’s eyes. Rosen discussed a book that explains how “societal forgetting” does 

not take place. People, as an individual, are easily forgiving; society on the other hand 

is not. If everyone thought for themselves, we would know how to forgive and forget 

creating a fair standard for employment.   

 Societal forgetting is society disregarding what had happened, to make what 

happened seem non-existent. Rosen’s example of a high school teacher and her 

“drunken pirate” picture was never forgotten. It was on the internet for everyone to view, 

including her boss. She than lost her job. The ex- teacher was then treated as if she had 

committed a crime because it is setting a bad example to her student. No one really 

knows if she was really drunk. She was punished for what she did but not forgiven nor 

forgotten.  

 Influence, if everyone were to think for themselves instead as a whole, a lot more 

forgetting would happen. One person can influence everybody. No one wants to stand 

alone in their own decisions so they get together as a group and bring up what should a 

have been forgotten. Reminiscing the past does not help “societal forgetting.” Rosen 

quoted Schonberger “will forever tether us to all our past actions, making it impossible, 



in practice, to escape them.” Meaning we all dwell on the unimportant stuff when we 

should be focusing on something important. Rosen says that the interest is a main 

reason why society cannot forget.  

 Technology now a day’s is so advanced but the down fall is that it does not erase 

information completely. When you upload a picture or a rude comment and you delete is 

not really deleted, it is actually floating in cyber space for everyone to see. The internet 

files everything whether we want it to or not. With this kind of technology people should 

not be careless with what they put on the internet. Professional job officials will do a 

checkup to see what kind of person they will or will not hire for the job. Rosen believes, 

that the World Wide Web does not allow anyone a second chance. Making it extremely 

hard to be “societal forgotten.” Schonberger says “without some form of forgetting, 

forgiving becomes a difficult undertaking.” To be forgotten we have to be forgiven, the 

only problem is that you have to earn forgiveness because it is not free.  

 We can be forgiven when we are thought upon using one mind. If we want to be 

able to be free without any problems, people will have to stay away from putting 

inappropriate stuff on the internet. Do not be someone who cannot be successful 

because of the internet, you will never be “societal forgetting.”   

  


