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The Wizard of Oz: Film and Novel 

 When we watch a movie, thoughts of how the idea was created do not come to 

our mind. Most of what is described in a book is not what everyone sees in a movie. 

Movies are based from books written by imaginative and creative people. Some people 

do not read the books, movies come from. When we do not read the books we become 

gullible to the movie producers create, because we believe what they put in the film is 

all made by them. In reality we will never know that it came from something more 

intriguing. The Annotated Wizard of Oz was written by L. Frank Baum an annotated 

novel about where ideas came from and all the mistakes in the writing. The movie was 

produced by Mervyn LeRoy and directed by Victor Fleming, it was based on the novel 

with less detail and more story; specifically because producers can not fit a whole book 

into an hour and a half movie. The historical frame works The Wizard of Oz film and 

novel both share similarities, but they also have differentiating endings.  

 In the book the main character, Dorothy, is portrayed as some kind of superhero. 

She can take care of herself, she does not need any one else to save her. Dorothy 

Gales “differs from the conventional heroines of European fairytales, because she 

rescues herself and her companions. She does not depend on ‘snaring’ a prince or 

reconciliation with a father figure in order to improve her situation” (Baum 13). In the 

movie Dorothy is the fragile, damsel in distress. Judy Garland who is the actress that 
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played Dorothy, was shown as being needy and oblivious to everything happening to 

her especially when she says “I've a feeling we're not in Kansas anymore.” as she looks 

around. Dorothy in the film needed to be saved by the tin man, scarecrow, and the lion. 

Some believe the change in Dorothy’s character is to appeal to a broader audience, 

considering it was produced in 1939.  

 Moreover, producers sometimes change the characters and their roles to better 

fit their films. Nevertheless in the movie the producers kept the characters. We were 

able to see how the three men in the beginning just so happened to be the scarecrow, 

lion, and tin man. The tin man when introduced was rusted and wanting a heart. The 

scarecrow who was the first introduced was stuck on a stick and wanted a brain. Lastly 

the lion who you would think was ferocious wanted courage. All three characters had 

desires and wanted to see the great and powerful Oz. The witches of the east and west 

were presents as well; one was good and the other bad. Like the book, the wicked witch 

of the west wants to get the red slippers from Dorothy and then melts from water thrown 

by Dorothy. The Oz does turn out to be a fake, a “Humbug.” Dorothy and her friends 

figure out that the Oz has no power.   

 Hollywood is the film production capitol of the world; they have made numerous 

brilliant films. Hollywood is famous because of their exaggeration and making things 

seem better. Throughout the movie they added color to everything and showed us how 

adding things draws in the audience. The way Dorothy was portrayed showed us that 

what is in a book is not always what everyone else wants in a film. People wanted to 

see Dorothy as said “The earliest truly feminist American children’s book because of 

spunky and tenacious Dorothy” (Baum 13). The novel had nothing to do with a music 
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and singing. In the late 1930’s Walt Disney had released a film that consisted of a 

singing, damsel in distress, possibly Freed and Fleming wanted The Wizard of Oz to 

create competition so they created a musical. After that they had a spree of musical 

movies later. 

 Endings in books are normally romantic or never expected and related to what 

has been going on for the last couple chapters. Movie endings are almost always 

ambiguous leaving the audience wanting more and in suspense. In The Wizard of Oz 

movie the ending was different from the novel. The novel ended with the fairyland being 

real whereas, the movie ended having Dorothy believing that what had recently 

happened was all in her head like a dream and she was in her room. One sees this 

difference when in the movie Dorothy says, “Oh, but anyway, Toto, we're home, home! 

And this is my room and you're all here and I'm not going to leave here ever, ever again, 

because I love you all!” The way the movie ended might have been to make the story 

line seem more realistic for all audiences. Another difference towards the end was that 

in the book the scarecrow gets a needle for a brain, the tin man got a heart shaped 

clock, and the lion got liquid courage. In the movie the lion got a medal of courage, the 

scarecrow got a diploma to be a Doctor of Thinkology, and the tin man was nearly the 

same. Lastly, in the novel explained each character going to the Oz on different days 

and the film shows us them all present at once.  

 The Wizard of Oz novel and film are historical frameworks that share similarities 

and differences.  Like many others who have read and seen The Wizard of Oz, I would 

have to say that I enjoyed the book more than the movie. The movie was good and 

great for children, but nothing surpasses the book because it is original and explains 
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how everything started. Movies get straight to the point, but without painting a picture it 

makes the audience have to fill in the blank. The book and film was bound to have 

differences because different people created them.  
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