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To feel like a Chicano 

 Music is a cultural Phenomenon that has evolved over the years. Music was first 

started as poems which later people changed in to songs. People added instruments to 

give emotion, making music more relatable to any kind of mood a person is in at 

different time of the day. Songs have different meanings to them because they are 

written by people who are writing from experience. Artists create songs that not 

everyone understands because they are in different languages or have never 

experienced what is expressed in the song. During the 1960’s music certain genres 

were becoming exposed based on making a difference. The novel The Revolt of the 

Cockroach People by Oscar Zeta Acosta, tells a life story of how he contributed to the 

Chicano Movement. According to the book Chicano’s, “refer to persons whose 

ancestors were to this continent and whose last names are Spanish, or Spanish- 

sounding” (Acosta 219). The Chicano Movement took place in Los Angeles during the 

1960’s because Chicanos wanted to be accepted, they knew they were different. When 

the law becomes involved, they feel threatened. The historical framework of Chicano 

music was important during the Chicano Movement for many reasons. 

 In the novel the main character, Buffalo Brown, sings a verse to an old journalists 

writing. The song “La Cucaracha” by Jose Joaquin de Lizardi wrote the then poem in 

1819 about an “A naval captain who came in a frigate among various tunes brought the 
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one ‘La Cucaracha’.” Brown sang a different version of what Lizardi had first created 

about the naval Captain. He said “La cucaracha, la cucaracha, ya no puedo caminar. 

Porque le falta, porque le falta, marijuana pa’ fumar” (Acosta 23) After he had felt a 

cockroach on his leg while laying in a hotel room. What Brown was saying was the 

cockroach cannot walk because he is smoking marijuana. During the time of the book 

Chicanos were smoking marijuana and considered cockroaches because they never 

left.  This song could have been an anthem for Chicano’s during the 1960’s because 

that is what they were called behind their backs. It was offensive to be called a 

cockroach by some not of the same background.  Chicanos were being separated 

almost like segregation between colored people, but that is a whole different story.  

 The chicano movement was important, it made latino’s be known and heard. 

They stood up for themselves as a group. Americans did not want to give them the time 

and day. They felt that they were losing their resources to Chicano’s because they did 

not pay taxes or have jobs. The future from 1950, caused latin descendants get hobs 

and become legal; they wanted to give back and also make a better life for them and 

their families.The chicano’s did not want a lot of things just to feel let everyone else. In 

the novel The Revolt of the Cockroach people, a group of latino’s wanted to be a part of 

a discussion and the police officers bamboozled them, starting a war between each 

other. The details were of fighting with tear gas and batons from the police and chicanos 

with there fists. All the drama went on in a church under God’s roof, a sign of disrespect. 

Brown describes what he sees “the street is lined with police vans, red lights glaring, 

sirens howling in the night. And on the other side, hundreds of Chicanos standing or 

walking around aimlessly” (Acosta 19). 
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 Chicano Music that was being created during and about the movement was 

Rolas de Aztlan: Songs of the Chicano Movement. The title came from “Rola refers to a 

song in slang typical of the Movimiento; the term is derived from a rola as the piano roll 

that equaled a single song. These are the rolas, the compositions and performances 

that rolled out of the Chicano Movement when the Movimiento was in full force during 

the early 1970s.”The Album featured various artists, two songs that stood out were “Yo 

Soy Chicano” translated by Rumel Fuentes and “ No Nos Moveran” by Joan Baez. The 

first song talkes is said tobe about “a rousing revolutionary song that glorifies the dark, 

fiercely proud Mexican who fights for the rights of the poor.” The second song was 

famous because it was “performed in Spanish in an early 1970s recording of the 

popular San Diego State University student group La Rondalla Amerindia de Aztlan.” 

The two songs talk about different feelings. Fuentes is not afraid to be who he is as a 

Chicano. Baez is helping someone feels hurt and betrayed buy someone during the 

movement but do not feel alone. Baez says “united in the fight, they will not move to us 

as a firm tree next to the river they will not move to us.” Meaning stay together strong 

and they, the Americans, will not bring them down. The two artists do have a 

commonality of being strong and fighting. Fuentes says “Chicano, soy Chicano ‘cause 

I’m brown and I’m proud and I’ll make it in my own way some people call me violent 

‘cause I’m no longer the silent Pobrecito Mexicano.” What is being said that he is not 

the little Mexican that was silent he is going to make a change no matter what everyone 

thinks. 
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 Americans think that being considered a Chicano is a horrible thing, but they do 

not understand the meaning. When search we find negative meanings. In Acosta’s book 

they describe Chicano’s as “most of them are Catholic. Most of them speak Spanish. 

Most of them have had a relative in prison. Most of them have parents or grandparents 

who were born south of the border” (Acosta 219).  When you look in the dictionary it 

tells us Mexican-American, a simple definition. People take the word out of context and 

make Chicanos look bad when they do not know the history behind it.  

 For many reasons during the Chicano Movement, Chicano music was an 

important historical framework. Chicano’s made it possible for America to be more 

diversified and adapt to different cultures and traditions. Without the movement myself 

and some of my peers might not be around to contribute to society and life in general. 

Chicano’s made history while making a difference. They were able to make a point and 

be heard.  
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